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“Lest We Despair" 


An Am freie of Race Relations Developments During 1950 


The brief study of which this article is a 
report sought to identify (1) significant 
developments in the broad field of Negro- 
white relationships @nd other minority group 
developments during 1950 that affect the 
status of Negroes in this country; and (2) 

to determine whether there wes change for 

the better or worse in the stetus of the 
American Negro during 1950. / Cum aot bi] SE 


THE COURTS OF THY NATION 


HS. The struggle for democracy in America has been guided by 
its responsible leaders in the true American tradition -= 
frank discussion, and finally through legal channels including 


the provision of such channels where none have existed before. 


It is that the finality of court 


decisi and da sed on 


race, creed, color, or national ancestry attaches great 
significance to such decisions. 
During 1950 the courts of the nation have rendered, in 
cortain instances, decisions that de indeed et the status 
of the Negro in America. ‘The well-documented decisions of the 
United States Supreme Court on June 5, 1950 actually change 
the "legal" status of segregation, Three décisions were handed S 


down on that day on the Mclaurin case and the Sweatt case, both 
Seen tibet Ha 


with respect to 


2 of higher 1 ai z S SC ; 
end the case of pee Bonterso 5 y ajeu se 


zë 


In the McLaurin case the opinion of the Court was, in 
part, that "state-imposed, restrictions which produce such 
inequities (as imposed on McLaurin) cannot de sustained"; 
and in the Sweatt case: "Equal protection of the law is 


not achieved through indiscriminate imposition of inequalii 


Such opinion goes beyond the matter of the two immediate 

cases and rather changes the very basis of "legal" discrimina- 
tion...thatjestablished by the Supreme Court in 1696 

(Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U. S. 537) through its holding ZL 
"separate but equal" facilities satisfied the equal pro- 
tection part of the 14th Amendment. 

The Supreme Court decision of Juno 5th reversed the 
decision of the Interstate Commerce Commission which had 
upheld segregation on Southern Railway Company*s dining cars, 

In practice the pattern of separate and unequal facilities 
ale not change during 1950. The significance of the year lies 
in the establishnent of a clarified legal basis for much 


more work to be done in this area, 


ett In June, the Federal District Court in Houston, Texas, 
granted an injunction to Negroes prohibiting the Fort Bent 
County Jaybird Association (which was ruled a political 
party) from barring Negroes from voting in the association's 
prinaries, the only primary where the real choice is made of 
elected county officials. In ruling that the Association is 
„ political party, a part of the state election machinery, 
and that Negroes are entitled to vote in the Jaybird party 
primaty, notice is given to similar maneuvering of white 
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supremists who attempt to bar Negroes from voting in 
local elections. 
In April Colifornia District Court of Apponls ruled 
that the state's Alien lend Law is unenforceable, —Rassed 
Ag. The Alien Iani Majah alan dee 
and other Asiatice owning land in California) were declared 
ER + we unconstitutional previously under state and United States 
E charter, The recent action was the result of an appeal 
a Lee lrscl up? made by a Japanese in order to prevent the state from 
. seizing land he bad EE ny other court decisions 


across the nation contributed toward some change in the 


status of American Negroes. For instance, the United States 
Supreme Court virtually ordered the Florida Supreme Court 
to reverse its ruling barring Negroes from Miani city-owned 


golf courses on but one day a veek, 
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The FEPC bill remained in the realm of controversey 
for the larger part of the year, desde entangled with 


me 


Gr 7 , ot modla and was 
A 
be 2 not passed. An enti~poll tax bill was not passed, A 


ù measure to establish a civil rights division under the 


EK? 


of the was left unpassed. 


and bill was 


1 è 
d th On the whole, the Congre: 
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the United States during 1950 did practically nothing to 2 


effect true denoeracyo+ $ 


Sta egislatures 
South Carolina passed an anti-mask bill. A similar 


Dill to unmask hooded and un-Anerican organizations was 
killed by the House in Georgia, In Virginia, a civil 
Fights bill to create a Virginia Commission on Race Re- 
lations was defeated, In Massachusetts, a bill to bar 
discrimination on account of color or race in housing 
accommodations vas defeated. On the other hand, in 
Massachusetts the name of the state Fair lmployment 


Practices Commission ws changed to the State Commission 


Against Di Fhe new was given 
expanded duties, including prevention of racial or 
religious discrimination in any place of’public accom- 
modation, resort or amusement, 

(e. whieh o tost be eee bint) 


wia . 
Innunerablefordinances were called up throughout the 


Cit 


nation, in municipal governments. In San Francisco, an 
aPC bill vas defeated despite excellent support from most 
of the more responsible organizations of that city. 
Similar legislation vas defeated in numerous other nuni- 
cipalities. Work toward passage of such bills has not 
ceased. As s matter of fact, in Portland, Oregon, after 
being defeated earlier in the year, such legislation was 
Passed Just in tine “or the cit of Portland to receive 
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en avarà fron the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 
It would appear that legislative groups in most states 

were reactionary and unwilling to close the gap between treat- 

ment of minorities and Negroes in article and first-class 

citizenship. Several states were exceptions, notably Few 

rork There several bills were passed that forbade discrinim- 
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or segregation in the areas of employment agenci 
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Official Pronouncementsand Attitudes of Prominent Public officials 
E DE — . ee eee 


A largo nupber of outstanding statements were made by outstanding people 

during the year, These statements were directed toward every main aspect of 
æ — aspirations and/or efforts oan 
cerned with the securing of democratic rights for all Americans, ' 

President Truman made several strong statements insisting on passage of 
civil rights legislation, Speaking before or having his words read before immer- 
able of directly in civil rights, the President 
asserted his intention of continuing to demand passage of every iten in his civil 
rights progren he presented; Congress. Towards the end of the year the world 
situation, priar in Korea, was given as the cause for placing such legis- 
lation in a second.ry eategory, national defense taking priority over everything 


else, Ben thas’ mais 


Wenne 


Many Congressmen and others spoke up for their om or other eivil rights 
measures, However, in the main, responsible public officials maintained a studied 


li 4 ai by from naking to civil rights 
When such were made they were usually directed to a specifie 
medsure under Several. ly Mayors, and other publie officials 


showed, by implication, favorable attitudes toward genuine equality for all Americans, 

Senator Leimen speaking before the American Civil Liberties Union and 
inserting his speech into the Congressional Record, declared that America mst "Lead 
‘the way in espousing the cause of freedom and plenty, of Liberty and security, And 
let America show the way by anà poy and equality here 
at hone." 


When the University of Connecticut chapter of Phi Epsilon Pi 
initiated a Negro into its membership, and was suspended by its national 
organization, Governor Bowles urged the national headquarters of the 
fraternity to take all possible steps to revoke the suspension, The 
fraternity was founded at the City College of New York in 1904, Tho 
chancellor of the chapter at CCNY announced the chapter's vote to Mat- 
filiate because of the action of the national body in the matter of the 

of 

Governor Shivers announced the creation of a Council for the 
Study of Human Relations, The council was empowered to find “ways and moans / 
of the rel between the gli eaking end Spehish= 
speaking people of Texas", Governor Willians ordered abolition of racial 
segregation in the Michigan National Guard, e move taken previously in 


00 e Ilinois, . New Jersey, 
New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Aeon. 
Attitudes Tho final test of progress or lack of progress in 


attitudes moot prevalent in 1950, Lios in the degree of 

actual acceptance of Negroes into the main strean of tho inorican wy of 
Lifes The increase in equality of job opportunity and other necessary 
rights tells the final score, Dut, in the background there 258 epost fie 
attitades the relationship of which to other dononstrablo developments, 
Without particular notico, They d frequently taken for granted, 


The deve! of public towards democrat. 
je equality is a major task, During 1950 the status of that task ur 
— was in and actions of inmmerable 


sene-ehanneles Progress is discernible, but only in the strength and 
Level of its examples when compared with an almost equal mmber of bigoted 
actions and attitudes demonstrated, 


-$ 


Perhaps the crux of the problem was hit upon during the year 
by Lester B, Granger, Executive Director, National Urban League, while 
spoaking at the dedi of the new of the Newari (U. J.) 
League affiliate, Mr, Granger declared, "If we can look ahead, establish 
our goals and marshall our forees to overcome or absorb opposition, wo 
een sòive the race problem before 1975, All we need is a sense of 
urgency and the willingness to do the job", 

In Columbus, Georgia, a Federal Judge rapped the Georgia 
Democratic party for defying Supreme Court decisions on racial Sogre- 
gation, The (Georgia) State Democratic Convention, meeting earlier in 
August, declared that Georgia would not pomit mixing of racos, ur- 
less of Supreme Court decisions, The clash of attitudes 10 sharpened by 
Widely quoted remarks of Federal Judge A. B. Conger and of James Se 
Peters, chairman of the State Denceratic Executive Comittee, (Judge 
enger: "It was most inappropriate, inopportune, unseemly, and arrogant 
for a mall segment of the people of this state, filled with prejudice, 
inebriated by power, and blinded by egotism, to propose and have 
passed by a Democratie Convention of Georgia a resolution to disregard, 


@iscbey, challenge, and contest decisions of the Suprane Court of the 
United States.. . . . Mre Petorss “Judge Conger soens to be entirely 
out of line with traditions of his people, v) 


ad Gem Je of Indu 1 
expressed in Biminghan, We Wy SS SEENEN 
tho OIO Souther Organizing Camitteo during August, is an Sahle of 
cr opinion, Mr, Murray said, “We are going to stop the 
wage differentisl between Northern and Southem workers, between white 
and Negro workers down here as ve did in the coal fields in 1933," 
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Negroes jcontributed to the views of/inerican Negro in the 5 i 
United States, held by persons in other countries. 
Kloe achievenents,-such-~ae-thoss of Negroes in the various walks of American 


ine, dosak Abus n usage Lifo toth U B. AR De ees sis: 
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Dr, Stuart Nelson, 
dean of Howard University, and Dr, Herman D. Scruggs, president of 
Lincoln University, attended the International Students! Seminar in 
Nagpur, India, and interpreted Negro life in America, Fifteen editors 
fron foreign countries toured the United States during the sumer, 
studying general conditions, and in Atlanta, Georgia, the race problen 
particularly, A ei) group of the editors with William Gordon 
and C, A, Soott editor and general manager, respectively, of the 
Atlanta Dally World, the only Negro daily paper in the world. 

In Charleston, South Carolina, the hene of Federal Judge J. 
Waites Waring was the target of "pellets" and Mre, Waring the target of 
many intimidations after Judge Waring outlawed al I- te elections in 
South Carolina, Mrs, Waring was quoted by the neu York Post (1-48-30) 
as saying, "My character and the Judge's have been defamed, but we both 
understand the situation here very well, We are not concerned, Yet, 
‘the rest of the year brought increasingly serious attempts on the 
freedeg and property of the Wapings, so much so Gg it was reported 
that a police vigil had to be kept on the Waring's hone, 

In the North, many nore evidences of constructive and dostruo= 
tive attitudes are easily found, particularly nere & the former than 
aro found in the South, e, Indicative of the year, vas tho 
realization of at least one public ection in New York City that named a 
large stroot intersection, a circle at 110th Street and Eighth Avenue 


9 
Frederick Douglass Circle, after the Negro statesman, 

In Washington, v. Cey Osoan Dë, Seog ty ne- 
trator added etghtoon places fer delegates fron Georgie after Governor 
Homan Talmadge had refused to include Negroes anong the delegates 
selected to £111 the original 36 places, The addition of 18 places was 
to provide Negroes a voices each of the 54 delegates would have only 
2/3 of a votes 

In November, the Jfational Soard of governors of the Aneriean 
Rod Cross voted to eliminate the requirenent that the racial identity 
be E de people donating blood to the Red Cross blood collecting 


programs 
wu eech? Aën 


ne aspect of second-class citizenship is the denial of places 
of prominence to Negroes in the various avenues of American life, Tho 
top executive job, the position of honor resulting from long and excellent 
service, and policy-making responsibilities are seldom placed in the 
hands of person who is a Negro. The past decade saw many breaks in this 


sort of excl r 


. 
S Ä 
— maio aad Negroes were elected or 

appointed to important posts in the North, South, East and West, Recog= 
nition has been realised also in some little-heralded areas that have 
good meaning locally, ‘the impact of those latter honors achieved by 
Negroes is important for the well-being of the whole nation, Tho 
following items are indicativo of We» present status, 

the of the nost feted and Monized individuals during 1950 was 
br. Ralph Bunche, Dr, Bunche continued to receive euards and citations 
all over the nation, but of most significance was his receipt of the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his work as United Nations mediator in Palestine, 
The ploture of the American Negro gained through the prominence of Dr. 
Bunche in international affairs served to increase the prestige of the 
whole ethnie group of which Dr. Bunche is a member, Anong scores of 
significant honors accorded hin was his being named a professor of 

at Harvard the first such direct appointment of 
a Negro to & rank of professor there, 


the prominence 


to increase 


F 
peon Wenn to ĉischarge f, 


. 
‘The way in which Nrs. 


her duties in 1950 as the appointed Alternate Delegate of 
the United States to the United Nations was outstanding, 


Yor this work she has been cited by innumerable organiza- 


end individuals, The Negro woman vas moved up a 
notch in the sight of Americans by Mrs. Sampson's performance 
etl HH 


apre general 


Willian H. 


fourt, the 


Marion Anderson was honored by the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, in February. 

Willian H, Hastie was appointed to the Cireuit Appeals Court, 
the highest court post ever before held by a Negro, Harold Stevens 
was elected to a $28,000 a yoar post as judge of the Court of General 
Sessions of New York by 291,000 votes, (If every registered Negro 
had voted for him the number would have bean only 225,000). Ce W, Jones? 
appointment as a judge was the first such appointment of a Negro in 
Michigan, ‘the citizens of Gastonia, South Carolina, elested As He 
Hasson a magistrate, the first Negro elected public official in the 

LEE Sy Lacoste api 
H ke appediited a Aen of the eg brd VS d 
‘the first such appointment of a Negro in the state of lew Jersey. 
Mire Joan CaperMesk over as the first Negro Counciluman in the 
history of Cleveland, Mrs. Hammah Byrd was appointed magistrate to 
TLI the tem of her late husband in Philadelphia, ‘Thomas E. Dickens 
and Homan C, Stoute won posts as Municipal Court judges of lew 
York Citys 

Phillipa Schuyler vas avarded the Chevalier of Honor and 
Merit by the Republic of Haiti, 

Alberta Mitchell, a senior at Booker T., Washington High School 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and Patricia Worthington of Peabody High School in 
Petersburg, Virginia, won first prises in their respective statest 
"Volee of Denoergey" contest sponsored by the National Association of 
Broadeasts and other groups, and competed for by Negro and white youth 
in ah states, 
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Houston Moore won second place in the Intemational Fabric 
Design contest pe 

Urs. Ethel Bryant of Los angeles was named by Congresanen~ 
elect’ Sam Yorty of the California 14th district, as his field 
secretary. Only once before was such a post held by a Negro in that 
state. Miss Juanita Torry was secretary to Holen Gahagan Douglass, for 
three wre. 

Charles M, Hanson, Jre of New York was assigned as a vice 
counspil in the Consulate-General's office in Zurich, Switzerland, by 
tho United States State Department. It is understood that the State 
Department took steps during the year to place Negroes in about a 
degen foreign offices of the department, Regardless of the possibility 
of this move being made to Russian aout t 


ment of Negroes in the United States, the actual assignments should 
carry weight on the seales of democracy. 

Governor d. Me Williams appointed Charles Re A, Sith to be ` 
ane of the three nenbars of the Michigan Unemployment Compensations 
Appeals Board, The appointment is for six years at $7,000 annually, 
and is one of tho highest-paid public jobs held by a Nogro in the state 
of Michigan, = 

Governor Chester A. Boulos named B. Avery Adems as a menber of 
the aduinistrative staff of the Governor's office of the state of 

The job is f under the nerit systen 
wud iaj pamik Utter geting te Miah piniis Sa a 
exmination taken by about 100 persons, 
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“In the South last December, Magistrate A, M, Hasson, of 
Gastonia, North Carolina, vas svorn in, becating the first Negro 
‘elected to public office in the history of that 10-year-old tom. 
Tho Prix de Rone ws evarded te Ulyssès Kaye 

` De, Howard Molieàll was appointed to the Michigan State x 
Board of Registration in Medicines 


The trend of growing public concern and contempt for "hate 
is il by the lack of fear that Negroes 
and poor whites in the South have of the Ku Klux Han, Outstanding 
public officials have begun to find their tongues when the decent public 
is outraged by sane brutal, maniacal expression of racial or religious 


hatred by organized groups, Several states and cities considered anti= 
nask Legiclation; such legislation passed in Alabama during 1949 passed 
the South Carolina House unanimously (Jans Jl, 1950) batyuas Kätti 
Agnonintous defeat inifSeargia, (Fob. 7, 1950), In East St, Louis, a 
Cirouit Court Judge revoke the charter of the Waite Grele League of 
ele because it Gleseninated highly inflmatary printed mattor, 
Atrected at developing rectal hatred. This 1950 trend in stops takon 
ent outlauing hate orgontsations is seen as slou, against a background 
of only 5 states having outlaved the Ii Klux Klan, the mmber ono hate 
novemerrt. 


STATE FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES COMMISSIONS 


There are now fair employment practice avs in ten 
sina ant AiR regulations in eleven cities. Some 
kind of legislation prohibiting discrimination in special 
areas has been enacted in ware thirty-four states. There 
prohibitions are in such areas as civil service, defanse 
war contracts, labor unions, public works, and the teach- 
ing profession, It vas not to be expected that as many 
states would enact fair employment practices laws during 
1950 as did so in 1939, By and large, state legislatures 
vere not in regular session during 1950. However, special 
sessions were called in most states and satisfactory 
opportunity existed for passing of such lectetetiongf, 

It Le generally recognized that in two states, Indiana 
anà Wisconsin, Legislation is so weak as to make enforcement 
of the ew extrenchy aifricily Enforcement of the 1av in 
the eight other states having such legislation st Mereaina bree bf 
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It is significant that since the beginning of 
opersbion of the first state commission against discrimination 


An New York in 1915 there has been bgt one public hearing 
ealled to force employer's eompliance with the lav. This 
one exception occurred during 1950 when the Connecticut 
Interracial Commission held a public hearing in the case of 
Oscar 8. Draper v. The Clark Dairy. The hearing tribunal 
ordered Clerk Dairy to "cease and desist forthwith from 
refusing to employ Oscar S. Draper". The Clark Dairy 
appealed the decision through the Connecticht Attorney 
General's office and on October 10th, 1930. The Superior 
Court at New Haven issued a decision upholding the hearing 
tribanalyp6a two of the three appeal counta Modified the 
third jas follows: “In the event that Oscar S. Draper 
presenta himself for employment you are hereby ordered to 
cease an desist from refusing because of his race to 
employ hin," 


In no other such important area of infractions of the 


lay have ns many cases been settled as amtably as the 
{uplications of the reports of these state commissions imply. 
resse There le reel question in terms of & present 


analysis as to whether Clark Daéry's ee orddred to ra S MNE 


Chee Phy ssa! that socar S. 
one Osear S. Drapery tents to Se „ tr , 
Nogro group in America. cae GE e Eer 
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EDUCATION 


In the wake of the unanimous and momentous decisions 
of the United States Supreme Court on June 5th, comparative 
avalanche of color bars were dropped. Accord ing to a /772 


survey of the Southern d rund 


two hundred Negroes vere admitted to twenty-one state in- 


stitutions of higher learning in eleven southern 


private colleges in three states have moved to lower such bars. 
our een Check of the facts underecores the significance of 
changes in thin field, The College of William and Mary, the 


second oldest institution of higher learning in America, 


has ite to accept Negroes" 
into ite law sxhool, Three Catholic colleges in Kentucky, 
and three private high schools and the Friends School in 
Delavare have declared their doors open to Negro students. 
Thirty-two students enrolled in those seven schools during 
last yeor, 

euch progress does not indicate complete victory. The 
Court decisions that are direstly responsible for the largest 
mmber of Negroes ever to enter state-supported and heretofore 
white institutions in any single year have so far only dented 
the policy of separate and equal education for Negroes and 
whit 


== a policy which was never lived up to by the states 


espousing it, The pattern of separate and un-qual remains, 
In Kentucky the amending of the Day law to permit Negroes 
to attend primarily all-white schools if the governing ` 


Bo 


authorities approved and 17 equal complete and accredited 
schools are not available in Kentucky State College (a S 
Hegro school), there-te-retuined the policy of separntiongs ul eee, but 
now with exeeptions. 

The majority of admissions of Negroes to previously 


all-white universities in these categories, have been for 


ining not offered in the Negro segregated schools of 
eg GE 

the state. wermart—consides-these specific 
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changes (significant, Of significance also e the. 

allkin of nocros NL to facultios of northern schools, Sege, 
wited to local Borris of Paucation new public elementary 
and high schools for Negroesybuilt in more modern ant 
-complete style than ever before. Millions of dollars we 


spent during 1950 for new Negro schools, but the total 
picture of the education of Negroes in the United States 
remaingone of gross df erences from that afforded 


white students. 


MIGRATION 


Yor the total year the most significant problem in the 
ares of migration involved seasonal migratory labor. The 


tus of the Negro in this rroblem continued to change. 

‘There is a growing intercst in the use of Puerto Ricans as 
seasonal farm workers, According to an article by Stanley 
Levy in the New York Tines of Septeaber 7th, 1950, Roland 


Watts, a representative of the Workers Defense League said, 


ne 


“The southern Negro share cropper is being replaced as a 
result of méchanization and shoved out into the migratory 
stream where he is not wanted. The reason for this is 

that he is not as amenable to control as the non-continental 
Puerto Rican or the foreign Jamaican contract worker," 

Some 5,200 Puerto Rigan's were used on the farms of 
Michigan for the first time during 1950. 1, 000 Puerto 
Ricans were flown into the cooperative camp operated by 
Gloucester County farmers in Glassborog New Jersey. and 
some 6,000 Miro migrants vorked on Long Island, New York. 

In terns of working conditions there was 11t 1e change 
during the year. A few states have some regulations designed 
‘to improve these conditions. Wew York and New Jersey are 
the scenes of much activity along these lines. However, 
on April 18th, 1950, Governor Dewey vetoed a bill to protect 
migrants that had deen passed of the Assembly of Em Senate. 
In Michigan, a representative ky Michigan 
Incorporated, an organization of 16,913 grovers in forty-four 
counties of Michigan, testified before the President's 
Commission on Migratory Labor that the growers were working 
out the best interest of the workers and that any attempt of 
the Federal Government “to do more than to advise and te 
educate would be resented by the farmers", The problevh, 
migratory labor remained, The status of the Negro Was 
3 in this area only because he is being supplanted. 


Sports 


In the area of aports the grentest limelight 
shown on Athen Gibson, tennis star, who after 
outstanding finesse in the Eastern Indoor Tennis 
Meet in March and constant unquestionably top- 
flight play wes invited by the United States Lawn 
Tennis Association to compete in its tournament in 
Forest Hills, Long Island in September, The 
emergence of Miss Gibson into this internationally 
important competition in the tennis world broadened 
the position of the Negro in sports. 

In June, Jean Patton, Tennessee State College 
sprint star, defeated Marjorie dackson of Australia 
permitting another view of the Negro woman in America, 
that rarely occurs, 


continued to cominate the-realm of 


Negro m 
boxing, but 1950 saw distinctly less demani for the 
perennial “white hope" to eliminate Negro boxing 
champions. 

The presence of Negroes in major league baseball 
continued somewhat of a novelty but their playing 
ability kopt winning first places and awards as "the 
dest" in several categories. : 

More then twelve of the US, CIAA, AAU, and NCAA 
track championships were won by Nogroose 


The world's weightlifting crown was won for the 
third consecutive year by a Negro, John Davis. 

In collegiate football, Johnny Bright took top 
honors for total offensive yardare, 2400 yards, while 
playing for Drako Universityzand the az 
professional footballers, the Cleveland Browns, took 
the National Football League crown, 

Such outstanding sley performance on the basket= 
ball courts as that of one of the Negroes on the City 
College of Hev York team, who 5 honors 
as his tean won ite championship is commendable. Greater 
significance is attached to the performance of Negro 


basketball ple... in as much 


elevision 
brought into thousands of homes the visual proof of 
how American teamvork can excel, 

ue Associated Press sports writers chose Jesse 
Owens as the greatest track athlete of the first half 
of thin ontu, 

The District of Columbia got its first Negro 
boxinz commissioner when Dr. Joseph E. Trigg was 
appointed to fill a vacancy that had existed in the 
commission for ten years. 

In addition to the performance of Negroes in sports, 
1950 saw the simultaneous use of public swimming pools 
by Negroes and vil tes. In two hot~beds of animosity 


toward such a phase of — 


St. louis, Missouri end Washington, b. c., Apnestonting 


grievances arising out of Negroes being barred fr 


public swimming pools were set to rest by both groups 

swinming together during the season. In the District 

of Columbia 115,000 white persons and 90,000 Negroes used 

the pools. There was not one instance of racial trouble Deg 
during the entire season, despite the fact that in 1949 

the District of Columbia Recreation Board tried desperately 

to flout the order of the Department of Interior, that 

Negroes de allowed to swim in District pools. However, 

in Youngstown, Ohio, the eni of the 1950 swimming 


season found a absence of ight 


from responsible officials attacking the prejudice 
add 10t e who condemned Negroes as Get of the Communists, afao 
pawns and victims of politicians, when they attempted to 
swim in city-owned pools. 
Typical of several incidents of its kind with 
Negroes in sae major league baseball teams playing vith le, 
teans — dhe south. is the case of the two baseball 
teams scheduled to play in Parson, Tennessee, The 


local club had invited a team from Dizon, Tenne: 


When the latter appeared at the city park they discovered 
that the locel team was composed of Negroes, After a 
pause the white vititing team insisted on playing. They 


won, 8 - 6, and asked for a return gane. 


An appeal reached the United States Supreme Court in 
Movember requesting à decision on the legality of the 
refusal of the Baltimore, Maryland Park Board to permit 
interracial activities in public parks. The case had 
passed $hrough the Federal District Court in Merylend and 
the Fourth United States Circuit Court of Appeals, both 
of which upheld the Board, Strategic importance is 
attached to this case in as much as there is no written 
rule, decree, or statute requiring sogre ation in sporte 


activities in Baltimore facilities. 


EMPLOYMENT 


In almost every state in the country Negroes began work 
in Jobs previously beyond the reach of members of their 
group. In Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Buffing H. Paul, Jre, 
became the first licensed electrician in the history of 

the city, Af not in the entire state. In Richnond, Virginia, 
Hamlet Herring vas the first Negro to be mina ? 
reader, Mrs. Imella Lawhorn, of Los Angeles, wns the first 
Negro stewardess ever to work in that capacity on a major 
shipping line on the west coast. Also in Los Angeles, 
Christopher C, Scott wis appointed Senior Assistant Super 
intendent of Money Orders, a job which is, according to 
officials, the highest executive position held by a Negro 

in the United States postal system. 


Such advances as the above-mentioned items indicate 
the slow and arduous progress Negroes made during 1950. 
Mrs. Mae Turner Myers was credited in May 1950 with achieving 
promotion to the position of sales clerk in a downtown 
Los Angeles department store, the first Negro saleswomen 
in any downtown store of that city, without the help of 
out ide groups, solely through her own excellent performance, 
However, most progress in thie field is the result, directly 
or indirestly, of efforts of innumerable lay end profes- 
sional organisations. 

The effect of state or local fair employment practices 
uuns and the general climate developed as a result of 


discussion of such laws, cannot be overlooked. Therefore, in 


weighing achievements in the job 8 pute 


when the ettorte Sow 4 


— organisations in the field of inter- group 
relations or civil rights have contributed heavily toward 
making discrinination on account of race, color, creed or 
national ancestry a loathsome thing. Beyond that, many 
such maintain services as vell as 


operations directed toward enabling members of minority 
groups to séoure jobs wi Mid being necessary. For 

instance, the National Urban League, through its guidence 
program and vocational opportunity campaign focus: 


of young people, their parents, their teachers and employers 


on the need to plan and train for vocations. In 1950, this 


eaphapis reached over 350,000 young people and the campaign 
was observed in 362 schools, colleges, and universities in 
350 cities and towns in the nation, 

At the sane tine, the Incustrial Relations Departnent 
of the national organisation and its 58 affiliates referred 
nore than 10,000 persons to Jobs. Through its pilot pia en 
roject and a coperative on-the-Job-training program, new 
opportunities were found that spread the base of Negro en- 
ployment. or instance, in Omaha, Nebraska, Kegroes vere 
employed as telephone operators for the first tite in the 
history of that eity as a result of Urban League activities. 
With the help of the National Urban League, Schenley "ir: 
Vie Company ingugurated a specjal sales training course 
for eleven new Negro walesmen from all sections of the country. 
gach aprointce was selected on a competitive basis from 
among a number of applicants secured through the aid of 
various local branches of the Urban Lengue. 

Telephone companies 4n JE sections of the country 
have been moved tovard the dgnocratic hiring policies. 
The hort Zon Telephone Coupany hired its first Negro 
Asset during the yonr, me Illinois Bell Telephone Company, 
having hired its first Negro operators in EE eaploye-d 
over one hundred Negroes in this capacity, Some 4oo other 
Negroes in the employ of the Company are at work in personnel 
department, coin royholectors, clerical vorkers and tellers 
throughout the system, 
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This success as viewed in 1950 is not unusual anong 
the telephone companies over the country, although Negroes 
are still largely excluded from most exchanges. 
Wilmer J. Whiting, Jr., on passing the certified public : 4 
accountant examination begane the first Negro CPA in the 
history of Cleveland. Three Negro sales girle were hired by 


the Hay Deal d town department, 271 tore in CLovelaniy A: o e 
ES peny, ownt spartmont store in, Cleve! oe ; 
— 


ive Negroes were euployed by the SE Wees the Farat Gy 
, 
leading daily newspaper of Toledoo Ohio. ‘vo are sej Belg 
workers, two are copy boys, ond one 1e u reporter. E CN E 
Bats 
d 


The first Negro interne in the history of Michael — L 
Bo spite! (one of the largest in Chicago), Dr. Yvette Fay 
Later a second Begro joined 
Francis, wae, appointed during the year, the clinical staff. 
Dr. Ethel L. Dickson became the first Negro to ve appointed 


to the Psychiatric Staff of John Hopkins Hospital, as ai 


in pi and as ist in the 


departaent. 
In April, the Atlantic City (. .) Hospital decided to 
for the first tine. \ 


Southern cities employed Negroes for the first time in their 


history es end firenen, 

ville, North Carolina; aad Atlanta, Georgia, where six Negro C. 
women were hired; and in Richmond, Virginia, where three Negroes 
were employed as firemen after earning vory high scores on 
competitive examinations. the first Negro to serve on & 


Police Examining Board for oral examination of applicants 


A- 


occurred in Los Ange, 


e California, 
J. L. Brady was selected from “mong some fifty applicants 
as a sales representetive for Los Angeles County and the State 


of Arizona for the Lucky Lager Company. 


Di, Yor almost half a century the brewery industry of the 


United States has excluded Negroes from production jobs. 
During the year some twenty-five Negroes were employed by three 
major firme in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, breaking that traditional 
exclusionist policy. The breweries, Pabst, Blatz, and Schlits 
and the CIO Brevery and Distillery Workers Milwaukee Local 
cooperated with the National Urban League re this change. 

This is another instance of organizational aid in the change 


of the ate tus of Negroes in employment 


Greater security for some million domestic employees was 
made possible during the year by their being made eligible 
for Old Age and Survivor's Insurance under the new Social 


Security law, Affected are cooks, gardaners, maids, valets, 


tical nurses, and of cars. 

The large number of Negroes in these categories makes this an 
important development for the group. 

Pennsylvania Mutual Life Insurance Company of Philadelphia 
employed its first Negro women as clerical workers during the 
year 1950. 

a ea Zens 
For what is believed to be the firet tings vanie WÉI 
i ben Vi 
— , re-development "oeren 
wr scar aie district. The Bowery Savings Bank of New York 


18 


began buying large sites in Harlem for a new branch office, 
a group of nodern stores and offices, anà a large housing 
project. These sites are being acquired in a section of 


Manhattan for whith mortgage money has boon all but un- 


available. The capital outlay of this fs 
expected to pange between three million and five million 
dollars. 

A äert The field of insurance continued to de perhaps the 
strongest area of Negro business. Practically all Negro 


KR realised impo Anereases in the mmber 
gnun Wav d Rollers s as well as in their working capital, 
Hndteative ¢ E? E E 
that J. Le Sinon of the Atlanta Life Insurance Company is the 
first Negro to Pecos a Fellow of the Life Management A 72 
sociation Institute. ( Negro e . 
at the National V in los 
Angelos wtecczepertsiute hold sone 120 million dollars in 
5 growing field of Negro business is now recognized 


e thet of building end loan associations, “across the country 


several such fifms realized grovth during the yonr, Despite 
adverse criticism and difficulties suffered DE 

Federal Savinze and Loan Association in Los Angeles, this M4, 
company continued its growth, and is reported to have sone 
$3,420,000 in assets. ‘This continued growth and stability S 
1o et of the growing strength of the organizational 


of such d h 


vas. — ee of noney-by-ttenorform-r 


— — D Se tho taking of nev and 
expanied offices Sf the Yairchild Realty Company in Los Angeles, 
after being in business only five years, The company was credited 
during the year with sale of three of the foremost local real 


properties. 


J and are still barriers 
to Negro employment across the nation, Although some 261 Negroes 
are known to have been placed by the Urban League alone in jobs 
end industries which formerly did not employ Negroes in the 
particular jobs these took, the problem remains acute. Thie is 
particularly so in the higher job eschflons, Indicative of 
signs of the times is the fact that the Urban League could point 


to nt officers of, and ng ine 


dustri their don to engineering graduates 
of Negro universities for the first tine in American e 
history, 


RELIG. 


e religion ia Aborich ie. 
EE EE 1/10 of 
the country's population, continues to vaver. 1950 saw its 
share of outstanding Christian acts in and out of the church, 
The significance may be said to de on the “good” side of the 
ledger. 


2100 delegates to the National General Conference of 
Congregational Churches, held bi-annuelly, elected a Negro 
minister to the chairmanship of the Churches National Exe- 
cutive Committee, He 3 the group that will handle 

"the affairs of the Congregational Church until its next 
meeting in 1932. ' 
In direct contrast to the report of a church group in 


Alabama, resoluti passed by the Church 


Conference include the following: (1) praise of Congre- 
gationmalists for an undivided effort to reach the goal of 
mon-segregated church life; (2) "We renounce the pattern of 


in race 


and 
end a violation of the gospel of love and human brotherhood." 
)The Alabama Report on Christian Relations adopted by the 


Presbyterian, b. S., Synod of Alabama, of 1950, uses the 


word "niewers" and states: "We are fẹced with two inevitables, 
the Federal Constitution and the Christian conscience, Both 


dicta 


that legal segregation shall not last forever. There: 
fore, we may re well admit the removal of legal segregation 
to de the end toward which we work. | 

These things we can do today, tomorrow, and the day 
after: work out by sheer logic and good conscience what our 
ultimate good shall be and declare it; vork toward all por 
accomplishment under the separate but equal doctrine now in 


` effect.” 


Despite that example of 8 religion's inability 
to transcend local race sentiment, the sheer weight of deede 
shows the trend. In October, che two-million member National 
Baptist Convention (Negro) affiliated with the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. This 
affiliation bronght the membership of the latter organization 
to more than thirty-one million Negro and white people in 
twenty-nine denominations, 

In August, one hundred Negro churches constituting the 
BisAnnual: Council of Community Churches merged with the white 
National Council of Community Churches. The new group repre- 
sents more than three hundred churches and is called The 
International Council of Community Churches, The leaders of 
this group call the merger "one of the most significant nove- 
nents in the history of the church," 

One of the most significant indications of the trent of 


religion's transcending the race barrier was the merger in he-, im 


Clevela: Leg? TE o Eastin Orthos, Ankro 


which brought into wi tho nati enen A ` 2 e 
Creet ty nikih N NEE 


‘The new organisation will supercede the Federal Council of 
TS of Christ in America and becomes the most important 
Protestant body of the country. Negroes were prominent among 
the elected officers of the now group. 
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In southern California, a Negro Methodist bishop presided 
over a sectional conference of Negro and white Methodist churches. 
It was the first time a Negro had presided at a so-called white 
Methodist conference in that section. 

In New Orleans, some 7500 Catholic teachers Master race 


judi defying local and law, by having Negro ani 


white children form a group te sing the mass, Father Louis J. 
Twomey, S. J., of Loyola University of the South, New Orleans, 


asked, "How long is God going to allow his images and liken 


in black skins to be kicked around?" ‘Tremendous appleuse vas 
immediate. 

Yet, a white Protestant minister who during 1949 assailed 
segregation in the local schools of Alton, Illinois, lost his 
position in 1950 as pastor of the Pirst Unitarian Church of that 
city by a 46 - 25 vote of church members. Although the members! 
deca 


reason was that the discharge vw of his personality, 


ingi "There is no 


the minister is quoted in the S SR 
question but that my difficulties arose over my action to 

prevent trouble between the races — which apparently was re- 
sented by someone in high position." 

The Rev. Patrick J. Malloy, Moderator of the Catholic 
Interraciel Council and pastor of St. Peter Claver Church, spoke 
to a crowd of unruly white persons at a St, Louis swimming pool 
just opened to Negroes as well as whites by order of the Federal 
District Court, attempting to inject some sense of brotherhood, 
milar to that which had previously `" 


The temper of the crowd vas 
errupted into a racial clash at the Fairground Park pool of that 


city. 


x 


Rev. Roland T, Heacock, a Negro, was appointed pastor 
of @ white Congregational Church in Stafford Springs, Conn. 
Rev. O. R. Brown became the first Negro appointed Honorary 


Cannon in the Protestant Episcopal Church, in Buffalo, New Tork. 


HOUSING 


Laws continued to be the vehicle of the most important 
progress in the field of housing. Four states and five cities 
have good laws against in publicly-fi ed 


eisen The most important of these e wa Ser? ma went 

Taby 1950 Herr 

into ëtt SE 275 the signing of Go wy Wee 
dork 


an N 


wey of New boeh after the billes unantnous passage by doth 
Houses of the Legislature of that state. The New York law 
bans disctimination and segregation in both public housing and 
private housing which is publicly aided, by tax exemption, 
financial assistance, condemnation, or Á markdown in price. 
During the first six months of 1950 ordinances against 


discrimination and segregation in housing were enacted in New \ 


York City, Phi and San 
Boston's 1948 law was strengthened, and the St. Paul, Minnesota 
Housing Re-Development Authority on March 29. 1950 adopted a 


iser and in housing 
projects ya to be constructed, 

Discrimination in public housing accommodations was out- 
lawe in Hartford, Connecticut on June 2l, 1949, 


In September, a resolution was ‘passed by the Newark (k. J.) 
Mousing Authorit 


claring that all dwelling accommodations 
undef the jurisdiction of the Authority shall be allotted on 
the basis of housing needs without regard to race, religion, 
color, national origin and ancestry of applicants. 

In December, the Chicago (Illinois) Housing Authority 
amended its policy to include non-segregation of races in its 
new pudlic housing projects, 


In October, a Federal District Court ruled that financial 


in cannot be enforced in the 
courts, 

In December, a Federal District Court ruled that racial 
soning lavs then existing in Birmingham, Alabana, were uncon 
etitutional, The city wae enjoined from enforcing such laws. 

The first Negro family moved into Ronek Park, a new 
housing development néir Amityville, Long Island, in April. 
The project vill contain some one thousand one-story houses 
that are for sale to purchasers regardless of race, creed, or 
color, 

A small wedge vas made during the year in the status of 
discrimination against Negroes by Levitt & Sons in their Levite 
town housing development in Long Island, and by the Metropoliten 
Life Insurance Company in their Stuyvesant Town housing project 
in New York City, The record shows at least one Negro family 
je now living in each development. 

The development of property for Negroes by Negroes 
increases. In New Orleans, the Gentilly Gardens development, 


consisting of apartments, began leasing its units during the 


year, 

In Atlanta, Georgia, a committment for more than $200,000 et 
mortgage insurance was made by the Federal Housing Administration 
officials for a forty-four unit housing ferme 
cooperation of a Negro sponsor and a Negro insurance company. 

On the debit side of the ledger, the Missouri Supreme 
Court rendered a decision that property owners who sell to 
Negroes in a racially-restricted area may be sued for breach of 
contract,” The United States Supreme Court refused to review 
the ruling of an Appeals Court decision that the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company's exclusion of Negroes from Stuyvesant 
Town violated neither the equal protection guaranty of the 
Federal Constitution nor the similar provision of the State 
Constitution, 

Indicative of the increasing number of Negro officials in 
the housing field is the appointment of McClinton Nunn as 
Executive Director of the Toledo Mutual Housing Authority in 
Ohio, The authority has six low-rent projects thet house ap- 
proximately 1,439 Negro and white families, and five veteran 
housing projects totaling about 500 units. Nearly 800 Hegroes 


SE DEE EEN, 


ZEE ARMED FORCES 


1950 afforded circumstances of both peace and war in which 
the development of democracy in the armed forces might be viewed, 


EH 


The President 's Committee On Equality of Treatment and Op- 
portunity in the Armed Forces was appointed in July, 1948, 

"to examine into the rules, procedures, and practices of the 
raed forces in order to determine what chanfes vere necessary 
to carry out the President's policy as set forth in Executive 
Order 9981.“ In addition to announcing and giving authority 
to the Committee, it was A policy of the President that "there 
shall be equality of treatment and opportunity for all persons 
in the armed services without regard to race, color, religion, 


Ho 
or national origin." (Improvements did result. 1950 witnessed 


moves toward integration in every branch of the servic: 
Lock ye potion irrelata ri ie petra) DE dem 
Hack GEN situation wrde“ omer unity to see tl 


Arias 
of integration zoien in Korea, þat around the worlà. In- 4 Í, 


tegration was found to be spotty by several wor correspondents 


and other interested persons. The greatest change in the Navy 
seemed to be a an extension of opportunity to Negroes for 
advancenent in its various branches. On the fighting front, 
St least one osse of integration was the result of what was 
officially described as a "clerical error", Some 300 Negro 
soldiers had been sent to the eth Regiment, a Negro unit, 
Dut by mistake arrived at the Such Division, Because of the 
urgent need for replacements they were kept and developed an 
example of successful integration. 
As early as Jamary 16, 1950, Secretary of the Army Gordon ; 


Gray said, of an announcement on the "utilization of Negro 


SE 


manpower in the ray, this represents an additional step in 
the furtherance of the President's policy ae specified in 
Rrecutive Order 9961." The new regulation stated: "The policy 
of the Department of the Army is thet there Sec, de equality 
of treatment and opportunity for All persons == all manpower 
will be utilized to obtain maximum efficiency in the army," 

An unclassified message from the Department of Army Staff 


Message Center, dated the 27th of March, 1950, states: 


"Revective within the month of April, 11 enlistments in the 
Army within all recruiting quarters will be open to qualified 
applicants without regard to race or creed." 
The effect of such orders revealed as 811 too slow in 
taking effect have occasioned auch headlines in the press of 
the country as: “9O WAY INTNORATION OF Nano- Tr SOLDIERS 
SE BY ARMY OPNEAAL"; "NO SUGREGATION IN US ARMY, SATS 
d 
NIMITZ..."§ “SENATE NOTES dran HEROISM IN KORPA*; and a 
headline of August 27, 1950 "ARMY UNIT ENDS STOREOATION, PINDS 
Ir voRKs*, S 
Up to the end of the year there appeared to be only two 

\ Negro aviators with the Navy in the Korean area, Wholesale 
court martials of Negroes in that area stirred tremendous 
suspicion of racial injustices. 

News commentators across the country extolled the heroism 
of Negro unite on many networks — despite official statements 
of integration though the Korean command area, 


Nevertheless, rey NEE Cron high aray officialypere 
heard in the few months of the Korean conflict then in any period 
of World Ver II, General Machrthur was quoted in December as 
saying, "Colored troops in this command have served magnificently, 
in this command all troops are on equal basis and no evaluation 


is given race or national origin. Soldiering ability in the only 


standard of judguent...1 am convincet they have earned promotions 
end decorations comparing favorably with those of any other 
elenente. 

Colonel Marshall, Official Army Historian, praised Negro 
GI's and mixed units, citing one mixed company which caught sixty 
hand grenades thrown by the Neds and tossed thirty back into 
Red lines. Uolonel Marshall concluded, "the integrated action 
along the Chongchon River represe. 
achievement and proved that mixed combat seans work excellently," 


outstanding military 


ORGANIZATIONS 


The first report of the Board of Trustees of the vod 
Foundation sots forth the aims and purposes of this multi-million 
dollar organisation. It isa heartening note stated therein 
that the Foundation will, among other things in five broad areas, 
support activity directed toward "a reduction of economic, 
religious and racial barriers to equality of educational op- 
portunity at all levels." 


ae 


Al- 


The United Nations Aducational, Scientific and Cultural 
organisation issued a report of the study of ite panel of 
experts on race relations. The findings were called "The most 
euthoritative otatenent of modern scientific doctrine on the 
controversial subject of race ever to be issued." The findings 
provided an elaboration of evidence that there is no scientific 


justification for race discrimination. 


y whiter e toati ni 
Sg vf reeet: ntionel-origins be National 
Saken Sieg ak ue 1 


erer unt the 
Many organizations pledged support to or active partici- 
pation in the struggle for equality of citizenship for all 
Americans, A case of a more pin-pointed demand shows that 
couched in a statement of the Southern Regional Council that 


the south "shift from paternalism to democracy" in its treate 


A of Nogro citizens, Although thin demond ves limited 
cautiously to a request thet Negroes be represented on "policy— 
making velfere committens" that concern Negro welfare through 
public services, the statement was approved dy the full meaber- 
chip of the Council. ‘he Council is composed of southern 


‘usinesemen, clergymen, editors, educators, and labor leaders. 


` 


Integration and Ascension 
of Negroes in Professional Organizations 


Tho novenent of Negroes inte professional schools as a result of court 
si and g few actions, Yee supplemented ty the admission 
of Negroes to several inportant national professional bodies and to many such Local 


organizations, ‘The increase in the Negroes! stature professionally ana generally is 
also indicated by the importance of offices and comittee menberships in which Hogroes 
have been placed. 

Lester B. Granger, Executive Director, National Urban League, was elected 
President-Nominate by the National Conference of Sosial Workers. This is ane of the 
extrenely fev instances of the election of a Negro to the top post of a camletely 

REH " 

j % ( 
Delegates of the American Medical Association, He is the first Hegre to be elected to 
that polloy-making body composed (during 1950) of 196 people representing approximately 
147,000 physieLens. 


Vin Kn of Delogates of tho Florida nen Association changed ite ien 
to make Negroes eligible for menbership for the first time in the 76-year history of the 
organizations 

4 GAG aten end Willen l. NoOlain vere the first Nogross adnittod to the 

ti Bar Their broke a 76 year-old precedent. 


Tho American Bowling Congress, convening in Columbus, Ohio voted on May 12 to 
tak the Geh gl linib 
vomero nanborship 


— "hito malesi ‘after facing three lawsuits ained at 
elimination of this restriction, 

Tho Women's International Bowling Congress voted unanimously to drop the "white 
only" restriction that had barred Negroes fron its menbership. 


‘The Mountain Retreat Southern by group, voted to 


abolish at ite summer grounds in North Carolina, 


‘The National Council of Colored Graduate Nurses voted to disband after 42 

years, as a result of the final arrangement for Negro nurses? membership and execu 
. 

tion of interests in the American Nurses! 


es- en will be interracial, Forerunners of this latest and more important 

When th NACON 
C0000 K eee 
Bee, out of 1200 sohools of nursing only 42 vere open to Nogroos and 28 of 
that number were alleHogro schools, That mmber, 14, has risen now to 330; only 5 
state nursing associations and the one in Washington, D. C., continue to refuse 
admission to Negroes. 


Attitudes ‘The National amended its so as 
nee to provide that its conventions will be held only in cities which 

“provide a maximum degree of equality for those attending." 

The Congress of Correction of the American Prison Association 
adapted a at its amm in November, which pledged the 
Congress "hereafter" not to meet in any city which refuses equal treatment to 
American citizens, regardless of race, color, creed or national origine 


pe Al- 


d 
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Anclaé-—Segro-amt _whitte-mrsess of 

te 
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At the November annual ing of the American National 


Red Cross its Board of Governors endorsed a proposal coming 


ont of ite medical policy and the operati 


for the Red Cross blood program which, in effect, calle for 


the of the req that on the race 
of blood donors be giver. A 

On October 19th Oscar Twing, Fo@oral Security Administrator, 
not an attempt at flagrant discrimination against Negroes head 
on, Governor Herman Talmadge of Georgia, had refused to include 
Negroes emong the delegates ron Georgia to the White House Mid- 
Century Conference On Children and Youth, Continued refusal 


e 


of the Governor to inclute any Negroes among the mmber of 


delegates Allowed from Georgia was met by ving by adding 18 
Places for these delegates. Georgin haè been allotted 36 

delegates whoo when selected, vere all vhite persons; persons 
for the additional 18 places would "be choren on the basis of 


made by e groups in Georgia", 


accofding to a letter fron Mr, Wing to the Governor. The 
Governor of Georgia was the only such official vho refused to 


include Negroes in the state delegation, 


wé Ab rtrd—tuo Negroes 


The Harvard University Student Council in Jamary voted to 
dan bias in any of its student organizations, 

Phi Delta Sigma fraternity in Jamary voted to admit Nagroes 
for the first tine, 

The trustees of Rutgers University made known their official 
disapproval of bine in student campus organisations, 

In February Columbia University Inter-Frateraity Council 
urged sll of ite member units to end All discrination on account 


of race, color, or creed. 
` 


N Al - 


A United Nations subcommittee approved a motion asking 


governments to send information on anti-bias legislation. 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


on the civil rights front the nch of "separate but 
equa" is at last being blown awry. . . of the land 
still pay homage to that doctrine, as underscored by the 
United States Supreme Court in the case of Plessy v. Ferguson, 
163 v. 8. 557 (1896). 

Most of the actions of the United States Supreme Court 
and of dozens of lesser courts in civil richte cases hue 
tactfully to . varying not one whit from the sharpest 
focus of the case at hang, usually stating flatly that the 
dicision (even though it may be on the democratic side of the 
ledger) is applicable to only certain specificly stated aspects 
of the case. The infamous practice of segregation based on 
and upheld by lew supported by the doctrine of Plessy v. 
Ferguson is continued. 

trend for the better is unquestionably die- 
cernable. The trend is too slow, too buffeted by regional 
and selfish interests, but can be documented and 16 directed 


toward more justice for all Americans, 


ao 


Careful estimate indicates some one hundred fifty civil 
richte cases appearing before courts in most instances to 
establish legal prohibition of undemocratic discriminatory 
action based on color, The largest single cetegory of such 
cases concerns the field of education. Actual change in the 
status of minority groups brought about by civil rights measures 
otenn from only recent decisions, particularly the ones of 
the Supreme Court on dune 5th, 

One of the three June 5th rulings, in effect, held 
segregation of Negroes and other passengers in dining cars 
to de unlawful, ‘The ruling reversed the decision of the lower 
court, which had held that the treatment of the arpellent, 
Elmer Hande son, did not violate Section 3, paragraph I, of 
the Interstate Commerce let.“ That section," according to the 
text of the Supreme Court decision, "makes it unlawful for a 
railroad in interstate conmerce to subject any particular 


person, . . to any undue or unreasonable prejudice or dis- 


eavantage in any respect „various 
of the text point out that the rules and practices of the 
Southern Railway Company, which required Negroes (ang the 
appellant), because of their race, to sit at a separate 
table in a dining car in interstate travel, violated the 
Interstate Commerce At. 
Nevertheless, according to a reprint of Southern Railway 
Company rules, revised because of the June Ird decision, 


another dodge is developing. Paragraph II of the revised rules 


eme 


. Ag- 


states: "...when entering singly, women will be seated 
with vonen, men with men, young people with young people, 
elderly persons with elderly persons, white persons with 
white persons, and colored with colored." 

“In following the above illustrations, stewards will 
bear in mind (occupied space permitting) white passengers 
should be seated from the buffet or kitchen end of the 


dining car and colored persons from the opposite 

Here is the segregation in effect today in most southern 
cities on public surface transportation facilities, whites 
seated ffom front to rear, Negroes from rear to front; 


from the ends toward the middl "colored with colored" } 


Two reports of the Commission on Lew ani Social Action 
of the American Jewish Congress dated June 27th and November 
enth. group 65 and — respectively, under tmp 
gege thirteen headings. Some idea of the impact on civil 


rights may be secured by recognising that during, say, November 
78 cases were pending in the courts ani involved the following 


areast and in 


tion in places of public accommodation; violence and race 


riots; libel; mi and segrest in 


housing; movie censorship; Alien land laws; employment; 


and in unions; in 
voting and election privileges; Buking due process of law" 
in criminal cases; and restrictions on religious liberty. 


ie 


KI 


In Chicago more than 12,000 Negro families moved outside 
so-called colored aroas, E oil} one disturbance 
resulting from these moves into so-called white areas, @ 
= 

On the national scene, the Suprene Court ruling against 
racial segregation in interstate bue travel, progress in 
abolishing racial segregation in the armed services, ani Supreme 
Court rulings against segregation of otudents in state univer- 


sities, paced improvements. 


During April, the Democratic Party of South Carolina held 
county conventions throughout the state vith Negroes parti= 
elpating as a result of the 1918 ruling of Federal Judge J. 
Waites Waring, of Charleston, Judge Watring's ruling opened 
tho traditional white party to Negro membership. Since that 
time, the Juàzp and his wife have been the target of many 
criticisms ani even dttoapts ef physical violence coming from 
irate, bigoted reactionaries in the area, 

In Richnomd, Virginia, despite employment of Negroes as 
firenen for the first tive in the history of the city and 
also Geenite the presence of the kini of intelligent leadership 
thet caused the college of Villian and Mary to state its 
Feadiness to accept Negro otutents, s police court Judge, 
Carleton k. Jewett, carried segregation a step forwards, In 
adaition to traditional separation detwe 


Negro and white 
spectators and witnesses, Justice Jewett ordered thet Negro 
atiornays should oft on the left and white attorneys on the 


right ‘side of the courtroom, 


The Nation's Capitol 


One great blot in the national view of the country has 
been, and is, the rank contradiction of words ami deeds coming 
out of the eapitol of the United States. While from the halls 
of the Congress and from the mouths of national elected officials 
come glib statements about democracy, freedom, and justice, 
the geographical boundaries of the District of Columbia cone 


tain patterns of segreg tion and diserimination decried every~ 


where. Many have pted by 
methocs to secure the elimination of segregation and s- 
criminalion there, but with little success, A fow developments 
ere importanta however, they are not enough to indicate a 
clear-cut trend. 

Some fourteen Washington restaurants were reported to 


have accepted Negro patronage during the year, (dustin ra umo Zëss 


Nogro talent continued to be a most important vehicle of 
interracial good-will, Perhaps the first area of acceptance of the 
best performance of Negroes, the field of art has recognized Negroes 
at its top exshelons for more than three decades, During 1950, the 
nost frequent use of Negro talent was in popular entertainment, as 
night be expeotod generally, but despite the waning support of the 
nove classical forus of art, that ent tene of the operatic ficld, the 
Metwopoldtan Opera Association still refused to utilize the gifts of 

Negro singers, Zhe major symphony orchestras of the nation dd not find 
Nogroes anong their monbers except in special situations, 4 Soveral 
Negross had debuts EA neu York City's revered concert stages. Tho 
"Concertist of the Year Award" went to a Negro, presented by the 
Carnegie Hall Associations S 

Gvendolyn Brooke won the Pulitaer Prise, for her book of 
pootry, nde Allen" published in late 1949, ‘This marred the first 
‘time a Negro woman had won that prizes 

Negro painters continued to find their werkes hanging in important 
places of the art world, Significant among the less wollelmow artists 
was the inclusion of a painting by Charles Henry Alston and one by 
Romare He Bearden, as a part of “American Painting Today", a national 
competitive exhibition, at the Nev York Metropolitan Museu of Art, 
The Stace Juanita Hall, singer in "South Pacific" vas avarded the 

Antoinette Perry Avard for 1950, for distinguished 
Performance, Ethel Waters turned out outstanding performances as tho 
‘Logding player in the Broadway hit, "Member of the Wedding," 


52- 


Movies 
"No Way Out" was the important step forward of 


Hollywood for the year, “The Brokon Arrow" broke 
nov grounds intermarriage of a white nan and Indien girl was significant, 
for the morioan soroen, "Tho Jackie Robinson Story" met with success, 
vile "Intruder in the Dust," "Lest dgries" and "Pinky" 

An the minds of the public. to be 
@isoussed by forms as a vehicle of focusing attention on how to 
handle recially -centered problems in a social settings 


Zeien A groat boon to Nogro performing artiste was enjoyed 

as television programs included more end more Negroes. 
tho field of television Ee, Steg, settled down to many sot 
pattems, but the year held high hopes that Negroes were "in" at tho 
ground floor and might be able to make good progress in this modiuns Over 
the country, television brought Negro faces into many Living roms fron. 
whieh Hegroes, in person, have been traditionally exeluded exept in the 
role of menials, 


Radio ‘There was an inerease, during 1950, of Nogro persane 

nel vith radio stations, Although the trend was 
tovards using Nogroes with programs directed primarily at logro endiences, 
there ws a notable white listening public for Negro diso jockeys, 
eamentators and entertaining stars in both the North and the South, One 
Negro commentator, a college professor in Atlanta, Georgia, broadeasting 
over tho first legro-owned radio station in the country, could attest to 
tho existence of the interest vd his white audiences — 
threatening letters anant his factual reporting of the news, particularly 
of nom that prejudiced persons think should not be aired, Nevertheless, 
the public popularity of Negroes over tho airwaves was proved by the 
Ameveasing mmber of Nogro personnel in radio, 


IN MEMORIAM 

During the year, the nation suffered the deaths of Charles Re 
Drew, Washington Surgeon, noted for his blood plasma findings; Charles 
H, Houston, District of Columbia lawyer, credited with mich of the legal. 
strategy for NAACP cases before the U. 8. Supreme Courts and Carter d. 
Woodson, long identified with the Negro History movenent in this 
countrys and of many other Negroes vho tumed out outstanding jobs in 
thbir om areas of competence, in the struggle for justice and liberty 
for all merle. 


